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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[Insert date]
Media Contact: [First and last name]
[Email] | [Phone number]

[insert location]’s Therapy Pet [insert pet candidate name] is Competing Nationally to Support Health and Well-being Through Pet Partners
- Local [insert pet type] is helping raise critical funds to bring therapy animal visits to people and communities nationwide. -

[insert your city/town] – [Pet Name], a local pet [pet type] known for [brief description, personality trait, or role] is taking part in a national fundraising campaign supporting the Pet Partners Therapy Animal Program. Funds raised help deliver safe, effective therapy animal visits to people in healthcare settings, schools, and other community spaces where comfort and connection are needed most. 


[Pet’s name] is a [insert pet’s age and breed or mix] who lives with [owner name] in [insert city/town]. Together, they are part of a growing community of pet parents dedicated to improving human health and well-being through the human-animal bond. The top fundraiser at the end of the event will be crowned with the national title of 2026 Pet Partners Pet of the Year. 

[insert quote from pet parent]

Example quote: “It is clear that therapy animals have a gift that touches the lives of so many people to make the world a better place. Rye is just one example of a pet with that gift.”

When [pet name] isn’t raising awareness and funds for the Pet Partners Therapy Animal Program, [he/she] and [owner name] enjoy [insert local activities; e.g. hiking in Rotary Park]. [If pet is a Pet Partners registered therapy animal, add sentence about their visits here]. 

Visiting example: Rye has been a registered Pet Partners therapy animal since 2019 who visits the passengers at Rochester International Airport, adolescent patients at Mayo Clinic, and other local healthcare facilities to bring comfort and joy. 

Pet Partners Pet of the Year is a national fundraising campaign that brings together proud pet parents and pet lovers across the country in support of therapy animal visits. The official fundraising competition begins on March 2 and runs through April 13. 

To support [insert pet’s name] candidate fundraising page, and to donate to help earn [insert pet name] the title, please visit [insert direct link to fundraising page]. 


Pet Partners is the national leader in therapy animal team registration, supporting thousands of volunteer teams who deliver visits to millions each year.  Funds raised as part of the Pet of the Year competition will support Pet Partners’ Therapy Animal Program, which brings unconditional love, happiness, and healing to millions of seniors, patients, veterans, children, and others in need around the world through therapy animal visits.

“Therapy animals make a positive impact on the lives of people and communities in need every day across the country,” said C. Annie Peters, President & CEO of Pet Partners. “With fundraising events like Pet Partners Pet of the Year, and the support of individual and corporate donors, we are able to continue to increase the ranks of the thousands of registered therapy animal teams who are able to make millions of visits annually.”

The 2026 Pet Partners Pet of the Year will be crowned during a virtual celebration emceed by popular pet podcast host Arden Moore on April 14. All pet candidates, teammates, family, and friends are invited to join. For more information on Pet Partners Pet of the Year, please contact petoftheyear@petpartners.org or visit petpartners.org/petoftheyear. 


###
About Pet Partners
Pet Partners is the leader in the therapy animal field for registering volunteer teams. Since 1977, we have supported tens of thousands of teams in making millions of meaningful visits across the country and around the world. Through the human-animal bond, we can improve the physical, social, and emotional lives of both the people and animals involved. Pet Partners supports volunteer teams by offering the highest quality preparation, an unmatched approach to evaluation and registration—for nine different types of animals, and a focus on connections. We elevate the importance of therapy animal visits, and our teams help build a healthier and happier world for us all. Whether or not you have a pet, learn more about sharing the human-animal bond by visiting petpartners.org.
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