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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                                           Media contact: Claire Berman | Pet Partners
425-679-5524 | communications@petpartners.org

Pet Partners Welcomes Shawn Hooker of Elanco to Board of Directors

(Bellevue, Wash. - May 18, 2026) – Pet Partners, the nation’s leading organization registering therapy animals, has appointed Shawn Hooker, Vice President of Pet Health Marketing at Elanco, to its Board of Directors.
With a 30-year career spanning pet health, marketing, innovation, and commercial operations, Shawn brings deep experience helping organizations grow, adapt, and connect with the people and communities they serve. At Elanco, Shawn leads Pet Health Marketing and previously served as head of Pet Health Launches & Innovation, guiding strategy for new products and initiatives in a dynamic, customer-focused industry.
Shawn’s leadership background includes go-to market strategy across B2B, B2C, and B2B2C markets, $2 billion profit and loss portfolio management, consumer activation, sales excellence, and cross-functional collaboration. He is also known for building inclusive, high-performing teams that support growth, develop future leaders, and help people thrive.
Hooker shared that “spending time with your pet is one of life's greatest joys. But imagine turning those moments into meaningful service!” This, he says, is what excites him about being a part of the Pet Partners Board.
Originally from Montana, Hooker has had a lifelong connection with animals and has seen the human-animal bond evolve across generations, from animals spending time on the porch to being welcomed into the home as family members. Today, he lives in Atlanta with his dog, Sophia. Outside of work, Hooker enjoys lake getaways and pickleball with family and friends. 
The appointment comes as Pet Partners continues to grow national awareness of therapy animal visits and increase access to high-quality education, registration, and support for volunteer therapy animal teams. Hooker’s experience in pet health and consumer engagement will support the organization’s efforts to strengthen partnerships, reach new audiences, and advance it’s mission of improving human health and well-being through the human-animal bond.
"Shawn Hooker brings a valuable combination of strategic leadership, pet industry expertise, and genuine belief in the power of the human-animal bond,” said Annie Peters, president and CEO of Pet Partners. “His perspective will help strengthen our work as we continue to expand safe, meaningful therapy animal visits in communities across the country.” 	Comment by Claire Berman: Approval needed
For more information about Pet Partners and its Board of Directors, visit www.petpartners.org.
About Pet Partners
Pet Partners is the leader in the therapy animal field. Since 1977, the organization has registered thousands of teams who have made millions of visits across the U.S. and around the world. Through the power of the human-animal bond, Pet Partners can improve the physical, emotional, and social well-being of people and animals alike. Through rigorous training, high standards, and a commitment to inclusion, Pet Partners supports volunteers working with nine different species of animals. We elevate the importance of therapy animal visits, and our teams help build a healthier and happier world for us all. Whether or not you have a pet, you can learn more about sharing the impact of therapy animals at petpartners.org.
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