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Pet Partners Welcomes Thomas Douaihy and Michael Brandstaedter to Board of Directors

(BELLEVUE, Wash., August 31, 2026) – Pet Partners, the national leader in registering volunteer therapy animal teams, has announced the appointment of Thomas Douaihy and Michael Brandstaedter to its Board of Directors. Their combined experience leading organizations through transformation, growth, and strategic change will bring valuable perspectives to Pet Partners as the organization continues to grow and advance its mission to improve human health and well-being through the human-animal bond.

Thomas Douaihy is a leader in technology and transformation with extensive experience guiding organizations through complex change. He most recently served as senior vice president of digital business transformation at Nestlé Purina, leading AI enablement, enterprise business and technology solutions, data, and digital strategy across the North American organization.
 
Douaihy is also the founder and managing partner of Digital Foundry Collaborative, where he advises organizations on technology leadership, digital transformation, enterprise data and AI strategy, and other significant transformation initiatives. His experience in technology, innovation, organizational strategy, and large-scale change will bring valuable perspective to the Pet Partners board.

In this new chapter of his life, Douaihy is combining continued professional engagement with more time for the people, places, and experiences that matter to him. He enjoys spending time with his wife Toni, their two adult sons, and their much-loved dog, Zoey; traveling and experiencing different cultures with family and friends; staying active; and taking on projects that satisfy his curiosity and give him something new to learn or solve. 

Family, giving back, and making a meaningful difference in the lives of others are important to Douaihy. Pet Partners gives him an opportunity to bring his experience to a mission centered on the powerful connection between people and animals and the difference that connection can make in communities. 

“I am honored to join this wonderful organization to advance its mission," he says. "I will do my very best to serve both the organization and the people and communities it touches.” 

Brandstaedter brings decades of leadership experience across small and midsize businesses and larger brand portfolios. After serving as President and CEO of The Topps Co., he now serves as executive chairman of The Bazooka Companies LLC in New York City. Throughout his career, Brandstaedter has focused on translating organizational vision into operational results and fostering collaborative workplace cultures. 

Outside of his professional work, Brandstaedter enjoys a variety of outdoor activities, traveling with his wife and two daughters, exploring new places, and spending time on or around the water whenever possible.

"I’ve been an animal lover my entire life and have seen firsthand the powerful impact the human-animal bond can have on people’s lives,” said Brandstaedter. “I have tremendous admiration for Pet Partners, its mission, and the people who bring that mission to life, and I’m honored to have the opportunity to join the Board and contribute to its important work."

“Thomas and Michael bring tremendous leadership experience and expertise that will strengthen Pet Partners and our Board of Directors,” said C. Annie Peters, President and CEO of Pet Partners. “We are grateful that they have chosen to contribute their time and talents to our mission and look forward to their perspectives as we look toward expanding the reach and impact of therapy animal visits in communities across the country.”
 
Douaihy and Brandstaedter join Pet Partners as the organization continues working toward a future with greater access to safe and effective therapy animal visits and meaningful human-animal connection.


About Pet Partners
Pet Partners is the leading national organization for registering volunteer therapy animal teams. Since 1977, we have supported tens of thousands of teams in making millions of meaningful visits across the country and around the world. Through the human-animal bond, we can improve the physical, social, and emotional lives of both the people and animals involved. Pet Partners supports volunteer teams by offering comprehensive volunteer education, evaluation, and certification for nine different types of animals. We elevate the importance of therapy animal visits, and our teams help build a healthier and happier world for us all. Whether or not you have a pet, learn more about sharing the human-animal bond by visiting petpartners.org.
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